
 

 

 

 

 

Student Leader - Role Description 2018/19 

UCDVO is seeking applications for the role of Student Leader on the UCDVO 2018/19 
Volunteering and Development Education Programme. The Programme is a one-year 
commitment which includes evening and weekend workshops and four weeks overseas. 
Project countries currently include India, Nicaragua, Haiti, Tanzania and Uganda.  
Student Leaders form a crucial part of the UCDVO Programme as they provide support for 
new volunteers, ensure handover of information between year groups, and assist Team 
Coordinators with project planning, implementation and evaluation.  
 

Criteria: 

 

✓ UCD students who have volunteered on UCDVO projects in the past* 

✓ Actively engaged in UCDVO events either by attendance at events or through 

organising committees / Student Society membership. 

✓ Good organisational skills and can use initiative when faced with changing 

circumstances. 

✓ Good communication skills and can work collaboratively within a team. 

✓ Interest in international development. 

✓ Commitment to upholding UCDVO policies and procedures as outlined during the 

Programme. 

✓ Good judgement and an ability to support the team in relation to health, safety and 

security. 

✓ Ability to commit to the Programme for the Year with sufficient free time at 

weekends / evenings to assist with project preparation. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities include: 

✓ Attending monthly planning meetings with Team Coordinators. 

✓ Promoting UCDVO Programme dates and Student Society events to the wider group. 

✓ Assisting with planning and delivery of team building activities. 

✓ Assisting with group communications via evening meetings, setting up a private 

Facebook group and WhatsApp group and ensuring ongoing interaction between 

team members. 

✓ Setting up meetings between past volunteer groups and new volunteer groups to 

ensure good handover of information and follow-up on recommendations from 

previous years. 

 

http://www.ucdvo.org/volunteerprogramme/
http://www.ucdvo.org/volunteerprogramme/


✓ Assisting with organising task specific training sessions and sharing recommended 

learning resources. 

✓ Participating in campus events such as book collections, computer drop-off days and 

assisting with packing and organising equipment and resources for transport out to 

respective countries. 

✓ Organising social activities for the group throughout the year. 

✓ Coordinating team activities for UCDVO Day, i.e. street collections and Global 

Awareness stands. 

✓ Assisting with sharing development education learning resources and information 

about development education events with the wider team. 

✓ Assisting the Team Coordinator to monitor health, safety and security while 

overseas. 

✓ Upholding all UCDVO policies and procedures and ensuring the volunteers are 
undertaking project work in line with policies and procedures. 

✓ Maintaining photo records of Programme activities and overseas project work. 
✓ Attending review meetings with Team Coordinators and UCDVO Manager to put 

forward recommendations for future projects. 
 

 

*Please note: Returning volunteers will not be offered a place for a third year (or more), 

unless their role is different to the two previous years or their experience is deemed highly 

beneficial to a particular project. 

 
Costs: Each volunteer has a target of €2,650 which covers flights, accommodation, visas, 
transport, insurance, training and a contribution to the development projects carried out 
overseas. Leaders can personally finance, seek sponsorship or fundraise in order to reach 
this target. 

 

Benefits: 

➢ Leadership Training is provided.  

➢ Opportunity to develop skills in leadership, team building and communications. 

➢ Opportunity to contribute to carefully planned development projects in partnership 

with international NGOs, academic institutions, missionaries and community groups. 

➢ Opportunity to receive a Global Citizen Award. 

➢ References provided by UCDVO staff. 

 

For more information contact: 

Caroline Mangan - UCDVO Manager on 01 7168570 / caroline@ucdvo.org   
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